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DIGITAL EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 
EDUCATIONAL PUBLICATIONS 


i 
A partial list of the publications in the continuing series of curric- 
ulum material published by Digital for use with EduSystems and RSTS 
are listed below. Please inquire directly for prices on classroom 
quantities. 


Additional publications may be obtained from: 
Software Distribution Center 


Digital Equipment Corporation 
Maynard, Massachusetts 01754 





Populution: Self teaching BASIC Workbook | $2.00 

BASIC Matrix Operations, Project Solo $1.00 

Problems for Computer Mathematics $1.25 

Advanced Problems for Computer Mathematics 2.00 

BASIC Application Programs .& 
Mathematics I $1.00 
Mathematics II 1.00 
Science | 1.00 
Business and Social Studies 1.00 
Plotting 1.00 


Huntington I Application Programs 
MATHEMATICS 52.00 
TEACHER ASSISTANCE L200 


Huntington I Simulation Programs 





BIOLOGY $1.00 
CHEMISTRY 2.00 
EARTH SCIENCE 1.00 
PHYSICS 2.00 
SOCIAL STUDIES 1.00 


Huntington II Simulation Modules 


Student Workbook $0.30 
Teacher's Guide . 30 
Resource Handbook -50 7 
Program Paper Tape 1.00 
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POLICY 


POLICY is a simulation of the interest group process. Specifically, 
it focuses attention on the impact these interest groups have on the kind 
of public policy the government enacts. As a player, you will be a member 
of one of six interest groups: Business, Labor, Civil Rights, Military, 
Internationalists, and Nationalists. Each group has a set of goals which 
reflects the interests of similar groups in real life. The object of the 
game for each group is to maximize its own set of goals. This is accom- 
plished by organizing support for policies so as to secure their adoption, 
and by opposing the adoption of policies which are unfavorable to your 
group. 


Each interest group has a certain number of "influence points" which 
it can use to support or oppose proposals. Policies are considered 
"adopted by government" when they have accumulated a predetermined number 
of positive influence points and "rejected by the government" when they have 
accumulated a predetermined number of negative influence points. You will 
not be told how many points are needed for passage, but this should become 
clear to you after a few periods. 


The passage of policies not only affects the goals of specific groups 
but may also alter certain "indicators" of the political health of the 
United States. Some of the indicators are Gross National Product, 
Unemployment Rate of Blacks, Consumer Price Index, National Infant Mortality 
Rate, and so on. All of the indicators are more fully explained in the 
section entitled Socioeconomic Indicators. 


The initial values of the indicators (reflecting the health of the 
United States as of the beginning of 1972) and the likely impact the adoption 
of the policies have on the indicators are stored in the computer as a 
model. When a policy receives the necessary support and is thus adopted, 
the computer model will generate new values for the indicators reflecting 
the change the policy is likely to have brought about. The model has been 
constructed so that even if no policy is adopted in a given period, the 
values of the indicators will change. This change reflects the normal 
activity of the socioeconomic system and is called the Secular Trend. 

In other words, even if the government does not adopt any policies, the 
health of the country will change. The indicators have been selected so 
that some of them will have special importance to certain interest groups. 
The Civil Rights group, for example, should have a special interest in the 
indicator for persons living below the poverty level. 


The long-range success or failure for an interest group is reflected 
in the status of these indicators at the game's end. You will find that 
success in playing POLICY, like success in real-life political situations, 
depends on the ability of your group to interact with other groups. When 
playing the game keep in mind that you may engage in bargaining, logrolling, 
quid pro quo, and even possibly deception. The success of the game also 
depends heavily on the ability of participants to "play their parts", so 
make every effort to act like Businessmen or Nationalists or Internationalists. 





THE PLAY OF THE GAME 


At the end of these instructions, you will find the following material: 


A Resource Allocation Form 

A list of Socioeconomic Indicators with a brief explanation 
A list of Policies with a brief explanation 

A list of goals for the interest groups 


Before the game begins, you should be familiar with this material. 


The simulation exercise is divided into four (or more) cycles or periods, 


each representing one year of real time. Each cycle should take about one 
hour to complete. Each period is divided into two parts. 


Part One (About 15 minutes long) Your primary concern 
during this part of the simulation is to decide how your group 
will allocate its influence points for that period. During this 
period, groups are allowed to communicate with other groups only 
by written messages. 


Part Two This part of the period should be devoted to 
building support and/or opposition for the various policies. 
During this time, you are free to move around and negotiate with 
the other groups. When engaging in this type of negotiation, be 
sure to keep in mind the strategy your group has decided upon. 


You may find it helpful to try to practice 
division of labor in attempting to accomplish your strategy. 
You may wish to select a chairman, spokesman, and so on. 


At the end of each cycle, you will be asked to indicate the degree of 
Support or opposition you have for any or all of the policies. Indicate 
this support or opposition on the Resource Allocation Form. The groups may 
allocate their points as follows: 


1. At the start of each period, each interest group has 
available 100 resource units or influence points. These units 
or points do not represent money, votes, or activities of interest 
groups; they are simply a quantitative representation of the total 
influence each group could exert in society on behalf of its interests. 


2. You can allocate your resources for or against any or 
all of the policies, subject to the restriction that no more than 
250 units per year can be used to oppose policies. In January of 
each simulated year, you will receive 100 new resource units. The 


entire 100 units have to be used up each year and cannot be accumulated 


from year to year. 


3. In calculating the total number of points you have 
allocated, ignore plus and minus signs; for example, sixty "plus" 
points and forty "minus" points means 100 points allocated. 


During the course of the simulation, you may’ be asked to debate the 
merits of the policies with the members of other interest groups. Your 
teacher will determine the exact nature of this exchange. Again, be sure 
to keep your group strategy in mind when discussing the policies. 
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POLICY 


RESOURCE ALLOCATION FORM 





INSTRUCTIONS: Use this form to indicate the number of the policy to be 





supported or opposed and the number of resource units to be used. Also 


provide a brief description of the reasons for your support or opposition. 


4 GROUP NAME 
; GROUP RECORDER 
PERIOD 
POLICY NUMBER ee oe SUPPORT or OPPOSITION (Circle one.) 


NUMBER OF UNITS 





i 
* 











POLICY 








SOCIOECONOMIC INDICATORS INITIAL VALUES 
101 Gross National Product $976.5 billion 
102 U.S. Federal Budget $197 billion 
103 U.S. Military Budget | $ 80 billion 
104 U.S. Birthrate 18.2 

105 Foreign Aid > 2 ‘billion 
106 Business Profits before taxes $§ 82 Bitiioa 


107 Business expenditure for new 


plant and equipment $ 54 billion 
108 Annual Productivity Increase 32% 
109 Average Weekly Earnings $140.00 


(Industrial Workers) 





110 Unemployment Rate (white) 4.5% 

111 High School Dropout Rate 25.0 % 

112 Unemployment Rate (black) 8.22 

113 Persons below the poverty 
level (black) (%) 30.0% 

114 Consumer Price Index 116.3 

115 Annual Emissions of five 142 millions 
major air pollutants of tons 





116 National Crime Rate 
(offenses per 100,000 population) 5568 


% 
® 


117 National Infant Mortality Rate 
(deaths per 1000 live births) 20 


118 U.S. Military Strength compared 
to the U.S.S.R. Equal 








SOCIOECONOMIC INDICATORS 


101 Gross national product (GNP) is the total national output of goods and 
services valued at market prices. It provides an overview of the national 
economy and is a basic measure of economic growth. 


102 U.S. Federal budget is a comprehensive figure including both the fund 
which the government "owns" and the trust fund that it "administers" such 
as the funds for social security, medicare, and highways. Basically, it 
includes the annual economic transaction of the federal government. 


103 U.S. Military budget is that portion of the federal budget that is primarily 
related to national defense. 


104 U.S. Birthrate indicates the number of live births per 1000 population per 
year within the United States. Since the death rate is about 9.5 per 1000, 
this would mean that population would increase at about the rate of 1% a year. 


105 Foreign aid is the annual amount of economic assistance in the form of both 
grants and loans, made by the United States to foreign countries. Since 
1948, it has totaled over $50 billion. 


106 Business profits (before taxes) is the total profits of all corporations 
organized for profit within the United States before Federal and State 
corporate income and excess profits taxes are deducted. 


107 Business expenditures for new plant and equipment is the annual expenditures 
of all industries for new plant and equipment. 


108 Annual productivity increase is the yearly rate at which output per man hours 
of goods and services has increased over the past year. The initial percent 
is an average of the past decade. 


109 Average week earnings (industrial workers) is the before-taxes earnings of 
workers employed in industry. 


110 Unemployment rate (white) is the percent of the white civilian labor Fotos 
unemployed and looking for work. 


111 The high school dropout rate shows the percentage of students who fail to 
graduate from high school. It is based upon statistics of school retention 
rates issued by the Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 


112 Unemployment rate (black) is the percent of the non-white civilian labor force 
unemployed and looking for work. Compare with the white unemployment rate 
above. 


113 Persons below the poverty level (black) indicates the percent of all black 
families whose income falls below the poverty level as defined by the social 
security administration. 
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SOCIOECONOMIC INDICATORS (continued) 


The consumer price index issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics shows 
the average change in price of goods and services purchased by urban wage 
earners. It is widely used as a measure of inflation. 


Annual Emissions of five major air pollutants includes carbon monoxide, 
hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides and particulates from automobiles, 
industry, electric power, heating, and refuse disposal. The initial value 

of 142 million tons is as of 1966. (The Sources of Air Pollution and their 
Control, "Public Health Service Publication No. 1548", Washington, D.C., 1966.) 


National Crime Rate includes all offenses, both violent and property, known 
to the police per 100,000 population. 


National Infant Mortality Rate is the number of deaths per 1000 live births. 
It is recognized as a significant index of the quality of health services 
provided all groups in the society. 


The relative military strength of the United States and the Soviet Union is 
based upon expert opinion. 
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POLICIES 


Individual tax exemptions should be raised to $1000. This proposed tax cut 
would be especially beneficial to families at the lower end of the income 
scale. It would allow a worker to deduct $300 more from his taxable income 
for himself and each member of his family. By increasing disposable income, 
it should increase the demand for consumer goods and stimulate the economy 
generally. 


The maximum corporate income tax rate should be reduced from 48% to 40Z. 
This tax reduction would result in a dramatic increase in corporate profits. 
In addition to benefiting the stockholders, this would increase business 
investment in plant and equipment, promote productivity and generally expand 
the economy. 


The federal government should provide clinics throughout the United States 
to give free birth control information. This proposal is made with the 
expectation that over the short run it would lower the infant mortality 

rate and the birth rate and, over the long run, lessen poverty and pollution. 


The federal government should adopt a 3% value-added tax to raise $20 billion. 
A value-added tax is a kind of national sales tax. It is levied against 
the increase in the price of goods at each state of their production. 
Basically, it is a tax on the difference between what a producer pays for 
his materials and what he receives for his product. The tax is added to 
the price so the consumer finally pays the entire tax. It has definite 
advantages. A 3% rate would raise $20 billion. 


Federal aid to education should be increased by 100 percent. State and 

local governments have always had the basic responsibility for the support 
of public education. Federal aid has been additional. Supporters of this 
proposal believe that increased federal funds are now essential to the 
further expansion and improvement of education. State and local governments, 
they maintain, simply do not have adequate financial resources. 


The United States should increase its spending on space programs by $2 
billion. While designed to speed up our exploration of space, this proposal 
would be especially beneficial to the Aerospace industry and would receive 
the wholehearted support of the military. Unless accompanied by a decrease 
in some other area of the federal budget, it would tend to increase employ- 
ment opportunities and stimulate the economy. 


The federal government should increase the appropriations for the F.B.I. by 
50%. In an effort to combat the growing crime rate, many have advocated an 
expansion of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


The federal government should spend $11 billion to eliminate extreme poverty 
through direct subsidies to the poor. This would provide a most direct and 
immediate attack on poverty. It should significantly improve living 
conditions for the poor in a number of different ways. It should also stimu- 
late the economy and perhaps be some what inflationary. 
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POLICIES (continued) 


The federal government, at a cost of $8 billion, should institute a program 
to provide medical care for low-income families. 111 health is one of the 
most basic problems of the poor. It is expected that over the long run 
this proposal will significantly improve the living conditions of the poor. 


The United States should negotiate a major disarmament agreement with the 
Soviet Union. Nationalists and Internationalists are sharply divided on 
this issue. Each side maintains that its position will preserve world 

peace while its opponent's will plunge us into World War III. Both agree, 
however, that a disarmament treaty would cut the U.S. Military budget, cause 
serious economic dislocations, and perhaps release funds for use in other 
areas of our society. 


The federal government should spend $500 million per year for pollution 

control and abatement. Growing environmental problems demand increased efforts 
on the part of the federal government. Supporters of this measure state that 
it is only a beginning of what has to be a long and costly war against all 
forms of pollution. 


At a cost of $2 billion, the United States should expand its production of 
long range supersonic bombers. Manned bombers are still a vital link in our 
military defense. To move to complete dependency on missiles would restrict 
our alternatives in the fact of threatened attack. An increase in the number 
of supersonic bombers would add flexibility to our defense. 


The United States should outlaw all strikes which seriously disrupt the 
national economy. The rising incidence of major strikes has increased support 
for this proposal. Labor, however, stands united in its opposition and 

states that it would never submit to being deprived of its most powerful 
weapon. Supporters of the measure state that everyone would benefit from 

the resulting economic growth. 


The United States should increase existing foreign aid levels by $1 billion. 
American foreign aid has declined so in the past decade that today we give 

a smaller percent of our gross national product than a number of European 
countries. Certainly America has a moral responsibility to assist the 
underdeveloped countries. Beyond this, its proponents maintain, it may well 
be the wisest investment for world peace and American security over the 

long run. 
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POLICY 


GROUP 1. BUSINESS 


You have long insisted that the foundation of our well-being is the 
American economy. Anything that hurts business hurts America. You are 
particularly opposed to federal legislation which restricts the freedom of 
corporations to run their affairs as they see fit. You also feel that the 
burden of taxation has become too heavy and you particularly question the 
value of most of the federal welfare programs and proposals. 


In the past you have favored increasing the GNP, productivity, profits 
before taxes, and expenditures for new plant and equipment. And you have 
wanted to decrease the total U.S. federal budget and most of the programs 
that contribute to it. 


The Chamber of Commerce, National Association of Manufacturers, and 
the American Farm Bureau Federation have been your most consistent supporters. 


POLICY 


GROUP 2. LABOR 





You are the representatives of the industrial working class. Your 
interests and concerns, however, have always been broader than organized 
labor's membership. You have consistently advanced and supported those 
policies you felt would benefit all working people. While often suspicious 
of business leadership, you recognize that you have a common interest in 
promoting economic growth. And you are, of course, particularly opposed to 
any legislation that would restrict the power of labor unions. 











By 
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POLICY 


| fia GROUP 3. CIVIL RIGHTS 


Your members maintain that the well-being of our country depends upon 
its social and moral health as well as its military and economic strength. 
As long as important segments of our population are excluded from the 
mainstream of American life, our nation cannot help but be adversely affected. 
The blacks and other oppressed groups must be helped in every way possible 
to take their rightful place in a democratic America. This will involve 
improving employment opportunities, health services, education, and welfare. 
CORE and the NAACP are among the most important organizations in the Civil 
Rights movement. 
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POLICY 


GROUP 4. THE MILITARY 


Your group includes not only those in uniform but also those civilians 
who are employed in the manufacture and maintance of America's defense 
establishment. You have control of an annual budget of $80 billion and 
responsibility for the defense not only of the United States but in large 
part, the non-Communist world. You recognize that the age of America's 
indisputable superiority in military strength is over. It has been 
replaced by a strategic balance in which the military forces of the Soviet 
Union and the United States are comparable. Consequently, the United States 
must continue to strengthen its armed forces. You have worked to increase 
appropriations for weapons and for the space program. You are especially 
opposed to any diplomatic move that would cause us to lower our guard 
against a Communist attack. 
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POLICY 


GROUP 5. INTERNATIONALISTS 


You see America continuing to play a leading role in world affairs, 
but as a teacher and friend rather than as a policeman. The Cold War is 
over. You recognize that we are members of a global community facing 
problems which transcend all geographic and ideological borders. Inter- 
national cooperation is required on the broadest scale. You have worked 
to expand America's foreign aid program and have supported diplomacy that 
appears to further the cause of peace. Organizations supporting your 
position have included the American Association for the United Nations, 
the ADA, and SANE. 
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POLICY 


GROUP 6. NATIONALISTS 


You are primarily concerned about the military and economic strength 
of the United States. You see the world in terms of the Cold War struggle 
between Communism and freedom. World peace depends upon a strong and 
vigorous America. At home you tend to be conservative on social and 
economic issues feeling that our traditions are sound and that we have the 
finest country in the world. 


In the past your group has favored increasing ° 


U.S. national defense budget 

U.S. military strength compared to the U.S.S.R. 

Military personnel and civilian employees of the 
Defense Department 


and decreasing: 
U.S. nonmilitary budget 
U.S. budget for foreign aid 
the total United Nations budget 


Groups that have regularly supported your position have included the 
John Birch Society, the American Legion, the DAR, and the VFW. 
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POLICY 


RESOURCE ALLOCATION FORM 





INSTRUCTIONS: Use this form to indicate the number of the policy to be 
supported or opposed and the number of resource units to be used. Also 


provide a brief description of the reasons for your support or opposition. 


GROUP NAME 
GROUP RECORDER 
PERIOD 
POLICY NUMBER SUPPORT or OPPOSITION (Circle one.) 


NUMBER OF UNITS 

















POLICY 


RESOURCE ALLOCATION FORM 





INSTRUCTIONS: Use this form to indicate the number of the policy to be 
supported or opposed and the number of resource units to be used. Also 


provide a brief description of the reasons for your support or opposition. 


: 


GROUP NAME 
GROUP RECORDER 
PERIOD 
POLICY NUMBER SUPPORT or OPPOSITION (Circle one.) 


NUMBER OF UNITS 


REASONS : 





























